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Re: A New Prosperity Agenda for North America

Dear President Obama and Prime Minister Harper,

On February 19, you will meet to discuss many critically important issues. No doubt
among those issues will be the need for our two countries to work together to address the current
economic crisis and, in the medium to long term, to work cooperatively to lay the foundation for
a more prosperous North America. On behalf of over 12.2 million union members in the United
States and Canada, we want to take this opportunity to raise a few important issues that we hope
you will consider in this and future bi-national (and tri-national) meetings.

We believe that there is potential for the working people of North America, individually
and together, to strengthen our common ties and participate in broadly shared economic
prosperity. To do so, we need to address the worsening economic crisis in a coordinated manner,
reopen and fix the flaws with the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), and move
on a range of complementary policies dealing with energy, climate change and green jobs,
industrial policy, migration and development.

Importantly, these problems must be addressed through an open and participatory
process. For too long, working people in both countries have been excluded from the decision-
making processes that fundamentally affect their lives, as decisions were often made in the
backrooms of power among elites. We ask both governments to commit to address these issues
through ongoing consultations that are open, inclusive and fully transparent. This is the only
way that that a progressive vision of North America will take hold.






